
H     ello Birch Lakers.
    What a beautiful weekend, 
last week was.  Let’s hope it con-

tinues to get better. 
 We only have a few weeks left of 
Summer which is so sad. The other day, 
I was picking at my flowers and I was 
reminded of why we should love the 
lake. I heard a dad and his daughter 
early in the morning, he said, “Ready?” 
She replies, “Yep!” He retorted, “ Have 
Fun!” And with that a moment of clarity 
was provided. After our August board 
meeting, I was wondering why? The 
meeting was less than positive. So my 
hope for the next commodore is for 
everyone to be helpful and be able to 
apply reason and critical thinking when 
we have problems that arise. We work 
together to make the lake better.
Most of all we remember, most of the 
volunteering done on the lake is to make 
sure we have fun. The Spring Dinner is 
the kickoff for Fun to begin! The 

Spaghetti Dinner is a fun event to raise 
money for water quality! The Vice 
Commodore / Commodore party is a fun 
event to get to know each other! The 
Boat Parade is a Fun event to get the 
kiddos out with their parents and grand-
parents to decorate their boats! The 
Fireworks are a Fun party in the sky! 
The Pancake Breakfast is a Fun way to 
contribute to the camp. The Corn and 
Sausage Roast will be Fun this week-
end, where everyone will get a chance to 
fill their tummies. The Fall Dinner com-
ing up, will be a fun end to the summer. 
So every time we have the urge to not 
volunteer or complain, maybe we should 
consider we are doing this for Fun. To 
build on our community and hopefully to 
provide some fun for our families and 
friends. 
Please come to the corn and sausage 
this weekend! Lastly, please be sure to 
show your support for Pat McGann and 
attend the Fall Dinner at the yacht club 
on August 17, 2019. 
 Be kind to one another, and have 
some fun before the summer ends!

~Commodore Angela

Corn & Sausage Roast 
August 10 – It’s Here!
 Today is The Day!  It’s time to gath-
er your families and neighbors for the 
annual Corn & Sausage Roast. From 
5:30 to 7:30 pm on Saturday at the 
Yacht Club we’ll be serving delectable 
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Birch Lake Calendar

August 10 - Ceremony to scatter the ashes 
        of Kerni O’Brien, Camp T, 3 pm
August 10 - Corn & Sausage Roast, BLYC, 
 5:30-7:30 pm
August 17 - Homeowners Association 
        annual meeting following board mtg.
August 17 - Fall Dinner, BLYC, 5:30 pm
August 25 - Retirement celebration for 
 Fr. Richard Conyers, Camp Eberhart, 
 following 10 am mass
October 19 - Crockpot Challenge, BLYC

BLYC Board Meeting: August 17; 9 am
September meeting TBA

More info as available. Watch for updates!

The Birch Barker is always accepting materials for publication.  E-mail materials to sailorphil@philvitale.com, mail them to me or put the items in the stone 
mailbox at  63174 Birch Rd. (East Shore).  DEADLINE for any issue is 3 pm on the Tuesday of the week before the publication.

To contact Editor Phil by phone, call (269) 476-1680.  To contact Commodore Angela Bergan, call  561-603-5522 or email berganfsu@aol.com.

It’s that time of year where the Mullin / Smitley daisies on the north shore are a photographic treat.  
Thanks to Mr. Bob (King, north shore) for the great pic ... you ought to see it in color!



meals consisting of your grilled meat choice, roasted corn, a 
selection of side dishes, cookies, lemonade and iced tea.  Get 
ready for a chicken breast ($8), bratwurst ($7) or hot dog ($4) 
dinner.  (NOTE: We’ll only have a limited supply of chicken 
breasts – arrive early for your best chances to snag one).  What 
a value!  Pay at the door – no reservations required!  Come 
hungry, enjoy some summertime favorites, visit with your 
neighbors and leave happy and satisfied!  Hope to see you 
there!

Thief alert  - AGAIN!
 Summer’s not over and it happened again ... a garage on 
the south side was robbed this week; thieves made off with a 
variety of items.  LOCK YOUR CARS; LOCK YOUR DOORS; 
BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR SUSPICIOUS ACTIVITIES 
AND STRANGERS.  If you see something, call 911 if it is an 
emergency; if it is not an emergency call    the sheriff’s office at 
445-2481.

Thanks to the Race Committee Boat Crew!
 Even though the Fleet Captain has forgotten to say 
“thanks” to the Committee Boat crew (and woefully neglected 
to provide the requisite case of beer a week to the poor, 
parched souls), we sailors definitely appreciate all of the val-
iant efforts of Bad Patty Luecht, Questionable Patti Russwurm 
and Deb Hall who have handled the grueling job of starting 
and finishing the races for the season.  Here’s to you, kids!

Father Richard Conyers retiring
 Just shy of 50 years ago, a young priest from Notre Dame 
celebrated Mass at YMCA Camp Eberhart on Corey Lake in 
Three Rivers for the first time.
 Up until recently, he made the weekly trek between 
Memorial Day and Labor Day from Chicago to Three Rivers.  
His mission was to tend to the spiritual needs of what he has 
affectionately dubbed “our little community.” That little com-
munity has grown largely due to his devotion, sense of humor 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Birch Lake Yacht Club
FIREWORKS FUND

is starting over for 
2020’s $10,25O GOAL

Contribute today!

to donate
for fireworks
or any other
BLYC function
or activity ...

use the form
in the back of 

this week’s
        Birch 

        Barker

$10,250GOAL

$1,333.00Aug. 5, 2019

Amount
raised
to date

 BLYC Fall Dinner Registration
August 17, 5:30 pm, Birch Lake Yacht Club
Polish Style Dinner catered by the Skillet (So. Bend)

$25 p/p if you pay by check/cash to Pat McGann
63164 Birch Rd. (east side);

$26 p/p if you pay online at birchlakeyachtclub.com

Sign me/us up!
Name _________________________________________

Name _________________________________________

Name _________________________________________

Name _________________________________________

Total amount paid $______________________________

Deadline for reservations is August 12 at noon



— Birch Lake Notes —
and willingness to share his vast knowl-
edge of religion, art and languages.
 Father Rich has advised us that he 
will be retiring from offering Mass at 
Camp Eberhart the end of this summer.  
He will offer his last Mass at Camp 
Eberhart Sunday, Sept. 2.
 In honor of his nearly half century 
of dedicated service, please join Father 
Richard Conyers following Mass on 
Sunday, Aug. 25 for coffee, rolls, remem-
brances and neighborly fellowship. 
 As Father Rich instructs at the end 
of each Mass, “Go forth and spread the 

word.”  Please notify friends and neigh-
bors that might not know of this upcom-
ing celebration.

Birch Lake Book Club 
 Jeannie Welch will host the August 
Birch Lake Book Club meeting on 
August 20 at 7 pm to discuss Beneath a 
Scarlet Sky by Mark Sullivan. Everyone 
is welcome.
 The next book is Women in Sunlight 
by Frances Mayes.  Denny 
Weesner will host.

The Birch Barker
 The Birch Barker is delivered to 
your Birch Lake home every weekend 
through Labor Day - FREE of charge!  It 
is posted online every week at http://
www.philvitale.com.
 The Birch Barker is one of the many 
things for which your Birch Lake Yacht 
Club membership dues are used to bene-
fit to the citizens of our lake.  If you hav-
en’t paid your 2019 membership dues 

This message is brought to you by the Homeowners Association of Birch Lake

The rain came down in sheets on Tuesday morning, spoiling the out-
door fun for campers, sailors, fisherpersons and skiers, but providing 
a much appreciated soaking for the Gerber daisies on our front deck.



Birch Lake Notes

The Joy’s John at Birch Lake public landing
 Despite the objections of multiple homeowners on Birch Lake (including the 
owners of the properties on either side), the Cass County Parks Department’s Joy’s 
John on a concrete pad near the water at the Birch Lake public landing remains.  
The Parks board of directors has taken the matter under advisement, and has prom-
ised to monitor the launch to try to keep out swimmers.   They have asked that 
residents notify Parks Director Scott Wyman if we see swimmers, by calling 
him at 445-4456, and if that is unsuccessful, to call the county sheriff’s de-
partment at 445-2481 to report the activity so they can respond.  Alternate-
ly, residents can voice their concerns to Skip Dyes, County Commissioner, 
District 3 at the county building, (269) 445-4420, or at his home, (269) 445-
2537, or by Email skipd@cassco.org.

On Birch Lake, boat traffic must travel COUNTER CLOCKWISE at all times

Sell 5’X6’ foam floats

Available in white, blue and black 
Call Jacob at 

(269) 506-4083

(just $30 for full members, $15 for asso-
ciate members), you can do so with the 
handy form in every week’s Barker or 
online at www.birchlakeyachtclub.
 The Birch Lake Yacht Club has a 
secure website for residents to pay dues, 
donate to various causes, buy merchan-
dise and pay to attend events.  Please 
note that all fees are slightly higher 
when paying online.  To check it out (or 
pay your dues), go to: HTTP://WWW.
BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM
 The Barker welcomes (reasonable) 
content (remember that this is a family 
publication and don’t send things you 
wouldn’t want your own kids to see). 
Deadline for submitting items for publi-
cation is always at 3 pm on the Tuesday 
of the week before publication.

Thanks to Mr. 
Bob (King, north 
shore) for 
the pic of the sea 
plane that visited 
at CJ’s Fisher 
Lake Inn last 
week during his 
dinner with Les ... 



SUSIE TUCKER 
Realty
574-320-6697 Cell
269-641-5775 Office

www.susietucker.com
Susie@susietucker.com

Waterfront Specialist 
Serving Michigan 

and Indiana

2019 Birch Lake Sailing Results
BLYC Season Standings*

............................................................................................................................................................Race ..........................................................
Date ...................................................28-Jul .......28-Jul .............28-Jul ...............Total  ...............Point .................Races ..........................%
Race # .................................................. 12 ..............13 ...................14 ..................Points ............ Average ........... Finished ............Finished
MC Scow/Sailor .................................................................................................................................... Total MC Races 11 ..............................
Scott Troeger  #1489 ............................. 1 ................1 ..................... 1 ................... 17444 ..............1585.8 ................... 11 .................... 100.0%
Jeff Smitley  #2002 ................................ 6 ................2 ..................... 2 .................... 9988 ...............1426.9 ....................7 ........................63.6%
Phil Vitale  #500 ..................................... 2 ................4 ..................... 3 ................... 12779 ..............1419.9 ....................9 ........................81.8%
Barb Cassady #2506 ............................ 5 ................3 ..................DNS ................ 14077 ..............1407.7 ...................10 .......................90.9%
Bill Luecht  #1579 .................................. 3 ................5 ..................... 4 ................... 15142 ..............1376.5 ................... 11 .................... 100.0%
Pat McGann #1735 ............................... 4 ................6 ..................... 5 ................... 14720 ..............1338.2 ................... 11 .................... 100.0%
Harold Cranmer  #1991/2550 ............ DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................. 2450 ...............1225.0 ....................2 ........................18.2%
Sandy Vitale ........................................... 7 ................7 ..................... 6 .................... 9321 ...............1165.1 ....................8 ........................72.7%

Sunfish/Sailor ....................................................................................................................................... Total Sunfish Races 14 ......................
Tom Cassady ...................................... DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................. 1521 ...............1521.0 ....................1 ..........................7.1%
Rick Russwurm (Green/Blue) ............... 1 ................1 ..................... 1 ................... 15080 ..............1508.0 ...................10 .......................71.4%
Peter Soldato ......................................... 2 ................2 ..................... 2 ................... 16463 ..............1496.6 ................... 11 .......................78.6%
Pat McGann ........................................ DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................. 4259 ...............1419.7 ....................3 ........................21.4%
Amy Troeger ....................................... DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................. 7009 ...............1401.8 ....................5 ........................35.7%
Steve Frew............................................. 3 ................3 ..................... 3 ................... 18204 ..............1400.3 ...................13 .......................92.9%
Stewart Spratt ..................................... DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................. 9524 ...............1360.6 ....................7 ........................50.0%
Mike Lutz (Blue/Red/Yellow) ................. 4 ................5 ..................DNS ................ 17208 ..............1323.7 ...................12 .......................85.7%
Herb Cleveland ...................................... 5 ................4 ..................... 4 ................... 18494 ..............1321.0 ...................13 .......................92.9%
Bob Niezgodski .................................. DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................ 10353 ..............1294.1 ....................8 ........................57.1%
Bill Butler ............................................. DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................. 2381 ...............1190.5 ....................2 ........................14.3%
Camille Butler ........................................ 6 ................6 ..................... 5 ................... 11785 ...............1178.5 ...................10 .......................71.4%
Bob Cassady ...................................... DNS ..........DNS ...............DNS ................. 1089 ...............1089.0 ....................1 ..........................7.1%
DNS (Did Not Sail) does not count against season score, however sailor must complete 2/3 of races to qualify for season.
DNF (Did Not Finish), DSQ (Disqualified) scores as one place worse than last place (if 5 boats finished, you would have finished 6th, will be scored as 
7th place); DNF, DSQ not counted toward minimum number of races needed
CB - sailor who serves on Committee Boat receives their season average place as of that date - counted toward season total.
Season Points are awarded on Square of 40 system (1st = 40 squared = 1600, 2nd = 39 squared, etc.)
Season Place = total season points/number of races attempted
Crew - Counted toward completed races, Points go to skipper of boat

*We’re running the standings again because the fleet captain didn’t forgot to write his column this week ... 



At the beginning of the season we 
report on the data from the past 
year in order to give everyone 

an update as to the state of the lake 
and with that a comparison to previous 
years.  Since it is probably obvious to ev-
eryone that the lake has undergone some 
changes in the past few weeks, especially 
noted by a dramatic decrease in water 
clarity, we thought we would provide 
some information and observations, all 
related to water clarity.
 1. Water clarity as measured by 
sechi disk readings.  Just a couple of 
weeks ago, the readings were at 19 feet, 
which we thought were pretty good for 
mid-July.  However, on Friday, August 
2, it was 5 feet, which is about as low as 
we have ever seen it.  This is probably a 
combination of multiple days of glorious 
sunshine and warming of the water.  
 This would lead to two things 
decreasing water clarity.  The first is an 
algae bloom taking advantage of what 
nutrients are there and the incredible 
photosynthesis offered by the sun.  Since 
the water was pretty clear, the sun was 
able to affect algae in deeper depths, 
thus leading to a mass explosion.  In 
addition to the explosion of algae, the 
warming of the water increases the 
precipitation of the calcium carbonates 
which come into the lake from all the 
springs which leach this from the lime-
stone under and around the lake.  

 2. Dissolved oxygen measured 
through the water column.  We do 
periodic measurements of the amount of 
oxygen that is dissolved at 2.5 to 5 foot 
increments from the top to about the 90-
foot level in the lake.  In the spring the 
difference is negligible from the top to 
the bottom as the lake is well oxygenated 
following the fall and spring turnovers.  
As algae grows and dies, it settles on the 
bottom only to be degraded by the bacte-
ria in the bottom depths.  This requires 
oxygen.  As more algae die, more 
oxygen is consumed creat- ing a 
distinct change as you go from the top to 
the bottom.  While in the spring oxygen 
levels are great for any species of fish 
even at the 90+ foot level, by June this 
has decreased to 70 feet, and now it is 
only fairly good to the 40-foot level.  This 
will all reverse with the fall turnover.  
However, greater productivity leads to a 
faster decline in the amount of oxygen at 
shallower depths and this can affect fish 
habitat.  This is a normal process that 
occurs every year. Birch is a moderately 
productive lake.
 3. Nutrients.  Normally in the 
spring we harp on phosphorous and the 
need to avoid adding any phosphorous 
to the lake.  That is true in the spring 
when there is plenty of nitrogen in the 
lake which is a vital nutrient for building 
structure in plants and animal (think 
protein).  However, with algae blooms 

etc. the nitrogen decreases in the lake 
and it actually becomes the limiting 
nutrient in the lake.  Thus, at this time 
of year do not fertilize as that will add 
nitrogen to the lake due to runoff, and 
further increase productivity, again 
further diminishing water clarity. Please 
wait until fall.
 4. Shoreline scores.  We are un-
fortunate that we have a lake in a basin 
with little area to permit true natural-
ization of our shorelines to prevent stuff 
from getting into the lake as well as pro-
viding a more natural habitat to allow 
the natural fauna (fish, frogs, turtles) the 
best opportunities to procreate and have 
safe havens from being eaten while little.  
The stuff getting into the lake maybe 
somewhat buffered by the fact that we 
are a high volume lake for its size and 
this thus initially tempers the impact of 
all the runoff from, roads, roofs, drive-
ways, and manicured lawns.  However, 
we have to pay the piper at some time, 
and sooner than if the lake were natural.  
This is because the same large volume 
of water that may limit the relative 
percentage yield of incoming undesirable 
matter, does not limit the likely relative-
ly large quantities of undesirable matter 
which will be with us for a very, very 
long time and could someday overwhelm 
us.
 More on this next week.  

— Water Quality Report —
The “Six CommAndmenTS of BirCh LAke WATer QuALiTy”

i.   Thou ShALT prevenT The SpreAd of 
      AQuATiC invASive SpeCieS (AiS).

ii.   Thou ShALT minimize SurfACe runoff.

iii.   Thou ShALT minimize The effeCTS of WAveS.

iv.   Thou ShALT proTeCT And expAnd nATurAL ShoreLineS.

v.   Thou ShALT noT ALLoW phoSphoruS, nuTrienTS, And oTh-
       er undeSirABLe ChemiCAL eLemenTS To enTer our LAke.

vi.   Thou ShALT remAin informed And ACTive ABouT 
        oTher WATer QuALiTy iSSueS.

Mid-summer state of the lake report

Bubba’s Market, LLC

Under the Yellow Tent 
at Hall’s Bait and Tackle 

in Union

Jim “Bubba” Baldwin
Owner

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

574.596.5752
jlbald66@gmail.com

facebook.com/bubbasmarket

Hours of Operation:
Saturdays 10-6; 
Sundays 11-5

IS BACK!

660 County Road 15, 
Elkhart, IN 46516

574-295-1203
us599@alphagraphics.com
us599.alphagraphics.com



Jus
t d

ow
n 

the
 ro

ad

69608 Sunset Blvd Zimmyville (Union), Michigan

ZIMMY’S TAVERN
(269) 641-5317

http://www.zimmystavern.com

Open 
7 days/wk

11 am to Midnight

music, cold beer, 

lots of fun!
Daily food

specials, 
— Barker Weed of the Week —

Source: Michigan State University Extension Bulletin E-3189, A Michigan Boater’s Guide to Selected Invasive Aquatic Plants



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Birch Lake homes for sale

269-445-8877

OUT OF INVENTORY!

LISTINGS NEEDED!

HOMES ARE SELLING

NOW IS A 
GREAT TIME 

TO LIST 
YOUR 
HOME!

CALL
PAUL DELANO

TODAY
269-445-8877
Paul@TheLakeLife.com63095 Birch Rd

$215,000 

Vacant 
Land: 5 
acres and 
27 ft of 
frontage on 
Birch Lake. 
Birch Lake 
is a 290-
acre, spring 
-fed, all-
sports lake 
located 2 
hours from 
Chicago 

and 40 mins to Notre Dame.

15176 Birch 
Lake Shore Dr.

à
Price Change to $565,000
3 BD 2 BA 2,698-sq-ft home 
on double lot w/ 128 ft wa-
terfront, fenced tennis court, 
large backlot w/ 1,200-sq-ft 
heated Morton Building.  
House has large windows, 
broad upper deck, covered 
lower patio, 3-season room, 
brick patio w/ custom-built 
chimneyed fireplace near 
water. Upper level: large liv-
ing room w/ vaulted ceiling, 
exposed natural beams, 
Midcentury Modern fireplace 
designed by Wendell Lovett, 
deck access, panoramic lake 
views; dining area w/ lake 
views; sink for wet bar; 3 BD; 
1 BA; outside access. Spiral 
staircase down to sitting 
room w/ 3-season room and 
patio access, dining room, 
kitchen w/ bar seating and 
casual dining, 1 BA. Street-
side lawn has wrought iron 
fence and brick path to the 
home.

Denny Weesner Bradfield (south side) was joined by a 
large group of family, friends and well wishers last Satur-
day night who gathered to celebrate her 85th birthday.  

Michelle Seyfarth (north shore) and her college girlfriends from 
Miami University were here last week for a “girls weekend.”  The 
group enjoys Birch Lake so much that it has become an annual 

tradition  for over 10 years!

Congrats to birthday girl 
Denny Weesner Bradfield, 
center left, flanked by hubby 
Jim and neighbor Pat Welsh.  

At right is some old guy with 
a pretty girl (Denny’s grand-
daughter,) Jamie Eshleman, 

who lives in Denver.



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Claudia and Dennis Phipps’ (north side) grandchildren and friends enjoy hot dogs, 
s’mores, and Birch lake!

Claudia Phipps (north side 0 in-
troduces her newest grandchild, 

Lakelee Jean Marlow!

Want your kid to be a Birch Barker Kid of the Week?  Want your dog to be a Dog of the Week?  Want 
your lawnmower to be the Lawnmower of the Week?  Just mail your photo (with a SASE if you want the 
photo(s) back) to Birch Barker, 63174 Birch Rd., Vandalia, MI 49095; put them in a ziplock and stick them 
in the stone mailbox at my home (east side), or email them to me at SAILORPHIL@PHILVITALE.COM



Thomas J. 
Mosier

Waterwell
Drilling

5” Water Wells

Repair & Service 
Most Water Pumps

“Promise of Quality

M-60 E
Cassopolis

Office: 269-445-3246
Cell: 269-580-3246
Fax: 269-445-0008

“available”

Conveniently located close to Birch Lake!
10188 US 12, Mottville

on the beautiful St. Joseph River

(269) 483-2305

Welcome to Jaywalker
Whether it's a formal dinner or simply hanging out with

friends, we make it our mission to provide our customers with
a great dining experience at an affordable price. 

Stop in anytime, or give us a call to make reservations.

Daily
Specials

Happy Hour
Tues-Fri

Closed
Mondays

Call for
reservations

Need something repaired replaced or 
maintained?  Let me see if I can help! 

Lake references available.

General Handyman Services

— Barker Kids of the Week —

Danielle Magro is staying at the home of Bill and Sheryl Magro, and she sent in this great pic ... from left are Tommy Magro,  
Gianna Magro,  Clara Magro,  (all from Florida) and Vincent Magro Algarotti and Dominic Magro Algarotti (from Ohio).



— Barker Kids of the Week —

Bad Patty and Bill Luecht (east side) get 
KOTW honors for dressing up in their 
“Sunday go to meeting clothes,” so they 
could attend Bill’s 45th High School Class 
Reunion last weekend.

Sally Kate, and Ann Roger’s, twins of Cathleen (Kelly, cove) Hines 
visiting from Tuscaloosa enjoying the cooling waters of Birch Lake. 

After enjoying the Cass County Fair.



Aries (March 21-April 19) - This is a 
fabulous week because lots of energy is supporting 
you. This influence urges you to get out and have a 
good time! Grab every chance to travel and explore 
more of the world. Relations with partners and close 
friends will be warm and friendly. New romance 
might blossom! You’ll have warm feelings of peace 
and harmony with others. You will be quick to see 
overall patterns that help you make plans with more 
foresight. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20) - This week 
your emphasis on home and family continues to be 
strong. But it will be a wonderful situation because 
everything related to home and family will receive 
benefit in some way. Obviously, this is a great week 
to entertain loved ones. You might make some 
important decisions regarding the family or regarding 
real estate. Whatever you decide will bring you ben-
efit in the future. This is a good time to examine 
real-estate possibilities, which include renting a new 
space. Things at work will flow smoothly as well.

Gemini (May 21-June 20) - This is defi-
nitely a lively, stimulating, fast-paced week! Many of 
you will take short trips or visit friends and relatives. 
Appointments and tasks will also give you a busy 
schedule. At this time, increased reading and study-
ing are happening for some reason. You will feel 
happier this week and also more confident about 
your abilities. Appreciate the beauty of your daily 
surroundings and be grateful for the affection and 
love you receive from others.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) - You are 
focused on cash flow, money, earnings or perhaps 
it’s your assets and belongings. You might be think-
ing of how to boost your income or take better care 
of something that you own. You will definitely spend 
money buying beautiful things for yourself and loved 
ones. You might also earn money through art or 
financial investments. Many of you will figure out 
ways to make more money related to your job.

Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) - Life is coming up 
roses for you this week  which makes you feel confi-
dent, happy, optimistic and glad to be alive. You will 
have the energy to accomplish something good and 
useful for yourself. Resist the urge to sleep a lot and 
be lazy because this would be a waste of this won-
derful influence. This is an excellent week to take 
stock of what you’re doing to see how it fits with your 
future needs. Great time to take a trip!

Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) - This will be a 
pleasantly quiet, content week for you. You will wel-
come any opportunity for privacy and solitude, espe-
cially in beautiful surroundings. It’s a great time to 
have a massage or explore yoga, meditation and 
any activity that encourages peace of mind and con-
tentment. You might also boost your income or be 
pleased with a particular purchase. Use this time to 
formulate goals for your year ahead, which begins 
with your birthday.

Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) - This week you 
will be superb when dealing with clubs, groups and 
organizations because you will be confident, proac-
tive, positive thinking and charming with everyone. 
This is also an excellent time to formulate future 
goals, especially if they involve working with others. 
Test your ideas when talking to someone to get their 
feedback.

Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) - This contin-
ues to be a powerful time for you which makes you 
look so good in the eyes of others, that they admire 
you. This is why you might be asked to take on 
increased responsibilities or be offered an important 
position. If so, accept! You will fulfill their expecta-
tions and dazzle them without doing anything special 
because you have this advantage. In fact, you look 
so favorable, some of you will begin a romance with 
a boss. Make good use of this advantageous time! 
Don’t waste it. (“And your father smells of elderber-
ry!”)

Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) - It’s a 
curious coincidence that in addition to travel and 
studying profound topics, you will find rewards in 
philosophical discussions and think sessions about 
how you can grow as a person and be the best that 
you can be. This energy will promote love and infat-
uation with people who are different from whom you 
normally meet. Note: This same influence benefits 
your involvement in publishing, medicine, the law 
and higher education.

Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) - Admit it, 
you keep score. This week you are the big winner 
because you will benefit from the wealth and 
resources of others. You might benefit from an inher-
itance, a bonus that your partner gets, a gift from 
another person, or a favor, or a chance to use 
something that someone else owns. Interactions 
with the government and large corporations will also 
benefit you. In another vein (different arm), your sex 
drive is amped this week. 

Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) - It’s a good 
time to bring certain affairs to a climax. Admittedly, 
you might encounter people who have ambitions 
that are inclined to oppose you. Do be careful deal-
ing with superiors and bosses. Your advantage is 
that whatever takes place will make your individual 
life stand out in relief against your surroundings and 
other people. This brings you clarity and insight. You 
can see your style of relating to others - what works 
and what backfires. You might see where you are 
being your own worst enemy. 

Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) - Your great 
advantage this week is that you will be incredibly 
productive! You have lots of energy to work and you 
will work smart. You will get a lot done. Note that you 
will be motivated to work. You will also delegate to 
others, by the way - and they will be happy to help! 
(It doesn’t get better than this.) Meanwhile, your 
efforts will not go unnoticed. The head honcho will 
applaud your efforts and reciprocate with praise.

Your Horoscope

The Moon for 
this Saturday
(At Midnight, US Central time, 

as viewed from the Northern Hemisphere) 
Illuminated Fraction: 0.836 
3.6 days since first quarter

Sunrise: 06:44:04 AM
Sunset: 20:50:38 PM

Moonrise: 17:35:13 PM
Moonset: 02:19:01 AM
Daylight:  14 Hr 06 Min 34 Sec

Temps provided by Steve Quinlan

Birch Lake Environmental Data



Talk With A Live Person

ADVANTAGE PLUMBING INC.
VOTED NILES
BUSINESS OF

THE YEAR! Let Us Show You Why We Were
Voted Business Of The Year! 

2400 N 5th ● Niles, MI
269-687-7192 Niles, MI

866-751-1470 Toll Free

After Hours
Emergency
Service

Complete Plumbing Service - If there’s water to it, we do it.

Top 10 Reasons to Choose ADVANTAGE PLUMBING
● Licensed Plumbers 
● Drug-Free Employees 
● Criminal Background Checked Employees 
● No Surprises with the Bill - You know the Cost Before the Work is Done 
● 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
● True 24-Hour Emergency Service 
● Fully Stocked Trucks - “Warehouse on Wheels”
● Clean and Professional Technicians in Uniforms 
● Longest Warranties in the Business    
● Our Phones are Always Answered by a Customer Service Employee 

During Business Hours

● Bonus  — The Only Attitude You Will Receive is a Good One!

wwwadvantageplumbinginc.net

Major Credit Cards Accepted

®

ACCREDITED
BUSINESS

— Barker Weekly Puzzle —



BIRCH BARKER FUNNIES



~Birch Lake Recipes~
Provided Exclusively to the Birch Barker from Mrs. Ima Foodnudge

Broccoli Casserole
From the 2004 Birch 

Lake 
Ladies Luncheon 

Recipe Collection*

by Helen Weesner
Formerly of the Eastside

Ingredients:
3 pkgs. 10 oz.  frozen chopped 
    broccoli slightly cooked
4 cups cream style cottage cheese
6 TBLS flour
½ cup melted butter
1 pkg (8 oz.) Velveeta diced
Salt and pepper
6 eggs slightly beaten

Directions:
 Combine everything but the 
broccoli. Fold the broccoli gently 
into the mixture. Put into a lightly 
greased baking pan. Bake at 350 
for 45 minutes. Can be topped with 
buttered breadcrumbs or crushed 
Ritz crackers.

~Thanks to Denny Weesner Bradfield 
and Ronnie Eshleman for the recipes ... 



It’s the last week of camp! That 
means that this Friday is our 
annual candlelight serenade at the 

waterfront, and our final Council Fire 
ceremony. If you get your Barker in 
time, we invite you to come up to camp 
for Council Fire, which begins at 7:30 
on Friday evening. It takes place at the 
stage near the Dining Hall and lasts 
about an hour. The last Council Fire 
features camp songs, awards, per-
formances by campers, and a special 
torch ceremony to honor our Order of 
the Birch recipients for the summer. 
 The Order of the Birch is the high-
est honor that a camper can receive in 
their time at Camp Tannadoonah. In 
order to be eligible for the award, they 
must be going into at least the 7th 
grade, and have been attending camp 
for at least 5 years. During the week, 
they must get up every morning for 
Polar Bear swim, go to each free choice 
activity at least once (drama, crafts, 
nature, gaga ball, sports & games, and 
archery), show improvement in an 
activity area, be a model camper, keep 
their bunk neat and clean, perform a 
service project for camp, lead sing one 

evening, and write a poem, a song, or 
a speech about what Camp Tanna-
doonah means to them to present at 
Friday night council fire. 
 This summer, we have 14 camp-
ers who have earned the Order of the 
Birch so far, and several others who 
are working on the award this week. 
At the conclusion of Council Fire, we 
will have a special ceremony to recog-
nize their achievement. There will be 
an honor guard formed by current staff 
members who have be involved with 
Camp T for at least 5 years. Each of 
the members of the honor guard will 
hold a torch, forming a lighted path 
for the campers to walk through. They 
will receive their awards, and recite a 
pledge, promising to live up to the high 
ideals set forth for campers who earn 
the Order of the Birch. 
 These campers will then lead us 
to the waterfront for the candlelight 
serenade. Typically this begins around 
9 pm. All of the campers and staff will 
proceed down the waterfront stairs 
carrying candles and singing. We 
will gather on the pier, and place our 
candles into the lake. As the candles 

float in the water, campers and staff 
will sing to the lake residents who 
have come out in their boats for the 
serenade. If you wish to be part of this, 
please gather outside our swim area 
around 9 pm! 
 The last Friday night of camp is 
a really special night for all of us at 
camp! We are happy to include the 
residents of Birch Lake in this eve-
ning!
 We finished the camp season with 
1001 total campers!! Which means we 
exceeded our original goal of 990 camp-
ers, and even surpassed our stretch 
goal of 1000. We’re so excited and hope 
to continue to serve 1000 youth each 
year for many summers to come. 
 Now it’s onto the fall season, with 
rental groups, weddings, retreats, and 
after-school program starting up as 
soon as camp ends. This Sunday after-
noon, we have a church rental coming 
in with 100 campers and staff for the 
week. So you’ll continue to see activity 
at the waterfront and hear singing and 
cheers from camp for another week.  

 ~Miss Amber
amber@tannadoonah.org

— Camp Tannadoonah —
Order of the Birch awards



FOR SALE

For sale: the former Misch Mfg build-
ing located at 14111 Esther Ave., 
Mishawaka, IN 46545.  Location 3/10 of a 
mile west of Capital Avenue between 
Jefferson and McKinley.  Contact Jill Celie-
Brenay, REMAX, or Bob King.

For Sale:  2006 Pontiac Solstice 
(2-seat convertible).  Only 33K miles, runs 
great and looks great too!  Silver with 
Black top, 5-speed manual transmission, 
newer tires.  Stored every winter so no salt 
wounds.  Fun car to drive.  Sadly selling 
so I can downsize my ‘fleet’.  $9,000 OBO.  
Call/Text Karen at 574-261-6712.

Attention Golfers: For Sale ~ Full set 
of Adams irons; 3 through 7 hybrid 
irons - 8, 9, PW regular irons. $150.  Call 
Bud at 476-2526

4-seater pedal boat for sale.  As-is 
(though we will get her down from the pole 
barn for test rides).  Contact the Kings at 
476-2128.

For sale: Full size bed frame with 
Maple headboard and footboard.  

Make offer.  Bob Groszek. 219-384-9291.

FOR SALE:  Modern Master 
Bedroom set including King sized bed 
frame (with inboard storage / headboard 
cabinetry) and desk.  Vertical computer 
desk with doors and drawers.  Call Leslie 
King 574-276-9996

FREE STUFF
TWIN MATTRESSES ~ FREE ~ 2 Twin 
mattresses (no box springs)  Good condi-
tion, free for pick up.  Contact Deb in the 
Cove at 574-340-3870

FOR RENT
Interested in a unique, fun vacation? 
Check out renting the most inexpensive 
but cutest and best-located rental in The 
Villages, Florida at ourhome4rent.
com/cjp

FOUND
Found: small red and black 
Attwood buoy found in the Cove 
Sunday, June 23, Call 476-2090

Found: 6x9 Aqua Lily float pad on 
the East side on July 19. Call Bob At 
269.228.6005. 

SERVICES
I do sewing and mending at fair pric-
es - zippers, hemming, small alterations; 

call Kathy at 476-9317

For Sprinkler service, please call SOS 
Irrigation @ (574) 534-9150

Pressure Washing - FREE 
ESTIMATES for cement, piers, drive-
ways, houses and more. Call Tony Schmitt 
(Baucus son-in-law) at 574-584-5744 
Today!

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING 

Classified ads in the Birch 
Barker are free to BLYC 

members, $5 for everyone 
else.  Send your ads to me 

at sailorphil@philvitale.com

Simply STUNNING

     Have you seen the stunning 
stamped-concrete compass rose at the 

Birch Lake Yacht Club?  This is just 
one example of the custom concrete 

services and products available to our 
friends and neighbors at Birch Lake.

Interested in a new look for your 
concrete garage, patio or entrance?

Memorial Park boat landing for a Labor 
Day dog parade celebration. Parking for 
spectators and participants will be avail-
able at designated marked areas on 
Birch Road and at the landing.  After 
registration, the parade commences at 
the boat landing at and proceeds north 
on Birch Road, ending for the award cer-
emony at the home of Dennis and 
Claudia Phipps. Costumes are encour-

aged. All are invited to stay for an after 
celebration where food and drink will be 
provided for pooches and pooch parents.
 Prizes will be awarded in these cat-
egories: BEST COSTUME; LARGEST 
DOG; SMALLEST; CUTEST; Owner-
PET look alike; Bushiest Tail; Longest 
Ears & more
 All participants will receive doggy 
AND human treats! Participants and 

spectators are encouraged to donate to 
the Cass County Humane Society and to 
the cost of the event. Donation boxes 
will be along the parade route and at 
registration. Spectators are greatly 
encouraged and may provide water for 
the dogs. Bring lawn chairs!
PARADE RULES:
Animals must be current on vaccina-
tions; No aggressive animals or females 
that are in season; Animals must be on 
a leash and in control by their owner at 
ALL times; Pet owners must pooper 
scoop after their dogs; 
Parade organizers: Carla Chester, Linda 
Curtis, Claudia Phipps
 Note from organizers: Last year we 
had 19 dogs for the first year! We are 
hoping to have more this year. We have 
made changes/improvements. There will 
be music and all participants will be in 
single file for the viewing pleasure of the 
spectators. There will be a celebration 
after the awards ceremony and compli-
mentary rides back to the landing. For 
those who are unsure of their dog’s 
behavior, last year the dogs were lively 
at registration, completely calm during 
the parade, and in love with each other 
by the awards ceremony!

2016 Birch Lake Calendars
 Thanks to all the photographers 
who submitted photos for the 2016 Birch 
Lake calendar. Once again we had so 
many great pictures that it was hard to 

— Birch Lake Notes —

Simply STUNNING
     Have you seen the stunning new 
stamped-concrete compass rose we 
installed last fall at the Birch Lake 
Yacht Club?

     This is just one example of 
the custom concrete services 
and products available to our 
friends and neighbors here
at Birch Lake.

     Interested in a whole new 
look for your plain old concrete 
garage, patio or entrance?

Thanks to our resident artist Duffy Dufor for the great pics!

Call us Today!



2018/19 BLYC Officers 
Angela Bergan (E), Commodore
561-603-5522 .......................... berganfsu@aol.com
Pat McGann (E), Vice Commodore
574-532-5377 ...................pat@mcgannhay.com
Deb Spratt, Treasurer (N) ................476-2113

debspratt@comcast.net
Mike Sheffieck, Secretary (W) ......476-1849

mcsheff@aol.com

2018 BLYC Directors 
Greg Bolin (W) ...........................................476-2420

gbolin31@aol.com
Ed Chester (E) ........................................... 476-1010

ed@chesterlawoffice.com
Past Comm. Karen Curtis-Miller (E) .574-261-6712 

karen.curtis-miller@bayer.com, 

Terry Dugan (S) .........................................476-2814
s581122@aol.com

Fred Freihofer ............................................ 476-9823
cdfreihofer@aol.com

Chas Grundy (H) ................................574-315-0217
Chas.grundy@gmail.com

Patty Luecht (E) Past Comm ....................476-2615
Pgalloway4@yahoo.com

Sarah Petty (N) .......................................... 476-7068
sarahkpetty@gmail.com

Claudia Phipps (N) .................................... 476-7073
claudia2154@gmail.com 

Vickie Rogers (C) ......................................476-2383
tvrogers@frontier.com

Rick Russwurm (N) ...................................476-2407
paramountp@aol.com

Scott Troeger (E) .......................................476-9898
scott.troeger@btlaw.com

PJ Vandewalle (E) ..................................... 476-7086
pjvandewalle@gmail.com

Phil Vitale (E) ...........................................476-1680
sailorphil@philvitale.com

Sandy Vitale (E) ........................................ 476-1680
sv6102@gmail.com

Bob Waddle (E) ......................................... 476-2293
sparkybob220@comcast.net

Dan Waxman (E)....................................... 476-1638
DWaxman131@gmail.com

Sue Williams (S) ........................................476-8886
smwillia@comcast.net

BLYC WQ AND HOMEOWNERS
Paul Fallon (E), Chairman, Water Quality and 
Homeowners Association ..................... 476-1467

paulf@hrpconstruction.com

BLYC Officers and Directors

$____  -  BLYC Member Dues ($30 / year)

$____  -  BLYC Associate Member* Dues  ($10 / year)
*Associate membership is available to current associate members 

and for non-lake residents who wish to support the BLYC

$____  -  Homeowners’ Assoc. ($10 / year)

$____  -  Sailing Fees ($15 / year)

$____  -  Building Improvement Fund

$____  -  Fireworks Fund

$____  -  Water Quality Program

$____  -  Milfoil/Loosestrife Eradication

$____  -  Safety Committee

$____  -  Other non-party related expenses

$____  -  BLYC Roof Fund

$____  -  BLYC AED Fund

$____  -  Misc.

Total contribution:

$__________________

Name_________________________________________________

Address_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

Make checks payable to
BLYC

 and mail to Deb Spratt, Treasurer
18100 Farmington Hills Dr.

South Bend, IN 46637

BIRCH LAKE YACHT CLUB
IT’S A NEW YEAR!

It’s time to pay your 2019 dues 
Support the BLYC, support our Birch Lake Community!

NEW now you can go online at HTTP://BIRCHLAKEYACHTCLUB.COM to pay your dues NEW





We’ve Got You Covered!

SUMMERSUMMER’S HERE!S HERE!

CALL US CALL US TTODODAAY!Y!

● Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

● Roll Curtains for
Screened Porches

● Aluminum Porch
Canopies

● Boat Covers and Tops
● Canvas Repair
● Aluminum Awnings

SALES ● SERVICE ● INSTALLATION

Call us for a free
at-home

demonstration!

Locally owned
and operated

since 1985

12291 Bidelman Road ● Three Rivers at Big Pleasant Lake

269 244-5307269 244-5307
wwwwww.sunandsshadea.sunandsshadeawningwning.com.com

Retractable Awnings
for Deck & Patios

Motorized Solar Screens

Boat Covers and Tops

Canvas Repair

Aluminum Awnings

●

●

●
●

●


